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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT CH 

SUBJECT: TAMPERING WITH QUOTATIONS FROM THE PAST 
REF: 75 HONG KONG 3508 

1 . PREMIER HUA KUO-FENG'S EULOGY FOR CHAIRMAN MAO PICKS UP A 
LINE FROM THE LATE PREMIER CHOU EN-LAI'S FOURTH NATIONAL 
PEOPLE S CONGREE' CALL FOR BUILDING CHINA INTO "POWERFUL MODERN 
SOCIALIST" STATE BEFORE THE END OF THE CENTURY. HOWEVER, AS 

HAS FREQUENTLY BEEN DONE IN THE PAST FEW DAYS, HUA INEXPLICABLY 
DROPS THE WORD "MODERN." IT SEEMS LIKELY THAT THE DISPUTED 
METHODOLOGY OF MODERNIZATION WHICH TENG HSIAO-PING PICKED UP 
FROM CHOU AND WHICH HAS BEEN DISPARAGINGLY LABELED THE "FOUR 
MODERNIZATIONS" HAS CAUSED "MODERN" TO BE DROPPED AS POLITICALLY 
SENSITIVE. 
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2. OUR RECORDS INDICATE THAT THE FIRST TIME THAT THE PHRASE WAS 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 

USED WITHOUT "MODERN" AFTER CHOU'S JANUARY 1975 NPC SPEECH 
WAS IN CHANG CHUN-CHIAO'S APRIL 1975 RED FLAG ARTICLE (REFTEL). 

THE CHOU PHRASE, HOWEVER, REMAINED THE PREDOMINANT ONE AND 
WAS FREQUENTLY USED BY TENG. MOREOVER, AT A TIME WHEN THE QUES- 
TION OF HOW MAO’S LEGACY WILL BE CARRIED ON IS HIGH ON THE LIST 
OF CONCERNS, IT IS INTERESTING TO NOTE THAT IT WAS CHAIRMAN MAO 
WHO FIRST USED THE "POWERFUL MODERN SOCIALIST" FORMULATION IN 
1964 (SCHRAM, MAO UNREHEARSED, P. 231) AND LAST YEAR IT WAS 
SPECIFICALLY IDENTIFIED BY PRC MEDIA AS THE CHAIRMAN'S POLICY 
LINE. 
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